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On June 2, Brazilian President Jose Sarney called his cabinet together and exhorted them to practice
austerity in their own affairs and to join him in a spirit of solidarity at a moment in history "when
Brazil confronts a calamitous economic situation, debt, and social and political problems." In a
speech to the ministers, transmitted on national radio and television, Sarney said, "In our history,
never have we had so many simultaneous problems...institutional, political, party, ideological, social,
income distribution, social inequality, economic..." The president reiterated that the priorities of his
administration are the struggles against hyper-inflation and poverty, and to reestablish sustained
economic growth. Sarney said the ministers should spend more time in Brasilia, and limit their
travels, both inside the country and abroad. The president added that for the remainder of 1987
he has limited his visits to the continent, and has cancelled scheduled trips to China and Japan.
Sarney said his decision announced last month to step down from the presidency in 1990 after five
years instead of six was made in the interest of national welfare, and was not the result of personal
concerns. The president reportedly became impatient with the national congress for engaging in
seemingly endless debate on the length of his presidential term. The National Assembly is currently
involved in the construction of a new political constitution to replace the existing one introduced by
the military regime 18 years ago. Sarney argued that the congresspersons should stop wasting time
discussing when he should leave office, and get on with the preparation of the constitution. (Basic
data from AP, 06/02/87)
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